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watery, is in the nature of a lubricant, and prevents the silk
from adhering to the legs.
The alimentary canal is well developed. The stomach is
long and slender, without diverticula. In the adult there are
twenty malpighian tubules. There is a single tracheal system,
with ten pairs of stigmata, two being situated on the thorax
and eight on the abdomen. The gonads in the male are very
large ; each testis consists of five lobes. There are two seminal
vesicles and two pairs of accessory glands. The ovaries in the
female consist each of five egg tubes which open into a straight
duct.
The Embiids are gregarious, living in damp warm situations
in nests composed of silken tunnels, which they weave by
means of their fore-legs. In the tunnels they run rapidly either
backwards or forwards, in the former case apparently using
the anal cerci as antennae. The tunnels are placed under bark,
stones, or in other situations where there is abundant moisture ;
an Indian species has been found in the sheathing leaves of
Bamboo, but only those leaves which have been bored by a
Scolytid beetle are so favoured. The food probably consists
of vegetable matter. Winged species fly at dusk, and will
readily come to light.
Eggs are laid by the females in the galleries ; they are small,
white and oval, and hatch to nymphs which are similar to the
adults except in size, colour, and lack of wings. They are white
at first, gradually becoming darker, and attain full growth in
two or three instars. The female watches over the eggs, and
guards the young nymphs at first.
Embiids are of no economic importance. Enderlein recog-
nizes two families, Oligotomidce, with one genus and Embiidce
with eight genera. He describes sixty species, but others have
since been described by Imms (1913), and Navas (1916).
The more important authors are : Hagen (monograph),
1885; Grassi, 1893; Enderlein, 1909; Enderlein (monograph),
1912; Krauss (monograph), 1911.